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largely depends on his personal character and power to
enforce his mandates. His dominions comprise the four
administrative provinces of Kabul, Kandahar, Herat, and
Afghan Turkestan, which with the district of Badakhshan
and dependencies are each under a hakim (formerly naib),
responsible to the Amir for the revenue and maintenance
of public order. Under the hakim ("governor") the
great tribal chiefs retain almost sovereign jurisdiction
over the clansmen, dispensing justice somewhat after a
feudal fashion, and this loose system of administration
has hitherto given free scope to spoliation, embezzlement,
and exactions of all kinds, especially in the districts far
removed from the seat of government.

Under the enlightened rule of Abdur-Bahman, con-
tinued by his son, Habibullah Khan, who succeeded in
October 1901, the central authority has been greatly
strengthened, and marked by the introduction of many
salutary reforms and improvements carried out by the
aid of several experienced 'Englishmen invited to Kabul
for the purpose. Extensive workshops have been erected
at Kabul, and provided with plant and machinery of the
most varied description.^

In 1905 the new Amir accepted unreservedly the
engagements which his father had entered into with the
British raj. By the Anglo-Russian agreement of August
190*7 England undertakes not to occupy any part of
Afghanistan, nor to interfere with its internal administra-
tion so long as the Amir bides by his treaty engagements.
On the other hand, Eussia declares that Afghanistan lies
outside the sphere of her influence, and engages that all
political relations with the Amir shall henceforth bo
conducted through the British government. Thus the
internal independence of Kabul is guaranteed on both
sides, while a Eussian invasion of Indid^hrough this
** buffer state " seems to be indefinitely averted.
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